
SLPs in the School-Based 
Setting

(Adapted from the American Speech Language Hearing Association’s 
Presentation for Administrators, Teachers and Other School Personnel)



What we do….

 Provide services for:

 Speech Production (Articulation/Fluency)

 Language (Receptive/Expressive/Pragmatic)

 Cognition

What is a Communication Disorder?

An impairment in the ability to receive, send, process, and comprehend concepts 
or verbal, nonverbal and graphic symbol systems

It may affect one’s ability to speak, read, write, process information, interact 
socially



Articulation

 A speech sound disorder

 Atypical production of speech sounds that may include one or more of the 
following:

 Substitutions

 Omissions

 Additions or distortions



Language Disorder

 The impaired comprehension and/or use of spoken, written, and/or other 
symbol systems

 Involves any combination of the following:

 The form of language (phonology, morphology, syntax)

 The content of language (semantics) and/or:

 The function of language in communication (pragmatics)



Different types of Language Disorders:

 Phonology

 Morphology

 Syntax

 Semantics

 Pragmatics/Social Language



Cognitive Disorders:

 Cognitive disorders refer to difficulties with one or more of the following:

 Attention

 Memory

 Problem solving

 Executive function

(May result from Traumatic Brain Injury due to concussions)



Fluency

 A fluency disorder is an interruption in the flow of speaking characterized by 
atypical rate, rhythm, and repetition in sounds, syllables, words and phrases

 Prolonging, repeating, or blocking on sounds or words are typical signs of 
stuttering



Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC)

 Compensation for the impairment and disability of individuals with severe 
expressive communication disorders

 Tools for AAC common in school settings can include:

 Picture communication boards

 Speech-generating devices

 Manual signs



Where do you see us?

 Everywhere!

 Classrooms

 Cafeterias, playgrounds

 Therapy rooms

 Special content areas

SLPs administer both push-in and pull-out intervention depending upon the individual 
student’s needs.



A General Overview of the Many Hats 
Worn by SLPs

 Conduct screenings and diagnostic evaluations

 Work with children who have a wide range of mild-severe disabilities

 Provide services in individual, group or classroom sessions

 Address listening, speaking, reading, writing and learning strategies in both 
general and special education settings

 Provide training on communication-related topics

 Select, program and help students/faculty and parents to use AAC devices



SLPs also….

 Develop IEPs

 Complete federal/state documentation

 Provide counseling and education to families

 Serve as consultants to other educators and related professionals

 Supervise clinical fellowship and clinical practice



SLPs and Literacy

 SLPs teach the language components of literacy:

 Vocabulary

 Grammar

 Phonology

 Sequencing

 Categorizing

 Summarizing



SLP Collaboration

 How do we assist teachers?

 Guides to facilitate improved communication

 Developing modifications and accommodations

 Setting realistic expectations and achievable goals for students

 Establishing reinforcement and motivation strategies

 Collecting and analyzing student data

 Providing resources to supplement instruction

 Providing AAC assistance



How Can Parents Get Involved?

 Read with children

 Provide proper models of language at home

 Expand and Re-cast

 Target open-ended questions, avoid yes/no

 http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/suggestions/

http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/suggestions/


Developmental vs. Atypical
 When to be concerned?

 Articulation Developmental Norms

 http://www.talkingchild.com/speechchart.html

 http://www.speech-language-
therapy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31:table3&catid=11:admin
&Itemid=117 (Bowen, C. (2011). Table 3: Elimination of Phonological Processes. Retrieved 
from http://www.speech-language-therapy.com/ on 1/19/17)

 Developmental Language Acquisition Norms

 http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/chart/

Have concerns?

 Request a screening

 Screenings are brief and general probes into the core areas of speech and language. Red 
flags on screenings may indicate a need for a full evaluation

http://www.talkingchild.com/speechchart.html
http://www.speech-language-therapy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31:table3&catid=11:admin&Itemid=117
http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/chart/


Favorite Resources

 www.asha.org

 http://praacticalaac.org/

 http://www.stutteringhelp.org/

 https://www.socialthinking.com/

 https://www.superduperinc.com/Handouts/Handout.aspx

 http://www.home-speech-home.com/articulation-disorders.html

 http://www.home-speech-home.com/language-disorder.html

http://www.asha.org/
http://praacticalaac.org/
http://www.stutteringhelp.org/
https://www.socialthinking.com/
https://www.superduperinc.com/Handouts/Handout.aspx
http://www.home-speech-home.com/articulation-disorders.html
http://www.home-speech-home.com/language-disorder.html


Questions???

 Handouts/Handy Resources

 Questions
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